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Fired City Council aide alleges
that Harris sexually harassed her

pIStaf

The Seattle City Council’s only
openly gay member is facing down
a wwﬂl harassment allegation
she was filed against her by a
dngrnmh‘d former employee.

The female employee. who
was fired in January. said yester-
day she did not want to comment
on the matter When contacted a
second time. the woman said
questions posed by the Post-Intel-

ligencer bordered on harassment
The woman was a part-time
aide to Councilwoman Sherry
Harris, who confirmed that an
allegation of misconduct had been
filed against her with the city's
Ethics and Election Commission.
Carolyn Van Noy, the commis-
sion’s executive director, said she
was bound by confidentiality rules
not to discuss the matter, or even
to acknowledge that her office
was investigating a complaint

against Harris,

Harris said that shortly before
she fired the 29-year-old woman
because of poor work habits, the
aide told her that if she let her go
she would file a complaint alleg-
ing sexual harassment and racial
discrimination.

Both Harris and the former
aide are black.

Harris said the accusation is
ridiculous: “It's absurd and the
facts will speak for themselves.”

Holiday closures
What's open and closed on
Presidents Day:

Banks ... Closed
City offices ... Closed
County offices Closed
Federal offices Closed
State offices Closed
Courts Closed
Ferries Normal
Garbage pickup
Libraries Closed
Liquor stores Closed
Mail None
Malls Open
Metro holiday
Schools Closed

Hanford: Critics say money is wasted

From Page B1

den. who wan! House investiga-
tion of Hanford spending

Wyden and staffers said his
proposals were made public be-
cause of concerns that the depart-
ment might cut actual cleanup
costs instead of less essential
expenses

Neither Westinghouse nor the
department would comment in
detail about yesterday's propos-
als

"Overhead and support costs
are high.” said Westinghouse
spokesman Craig Kuhlman
“We're committed to driving those
costs down.”

Cuts proposed by Wyden and
Heart of America include

@ $150 million in contractor
overhead and support costs. in-
cluding legal, public relations and
museum expenses

@ $63 million by eliminating
construction of new waste tanks.

B $39 million in costs of

guarding weapons-grade plutoni-
um and closure of an experimen-
tal reactor.

@ $20 million in contract in-
centive fees and $2.7 million for
economic development money de-
signed to help create new jobs in
the Tri-Cities area as the Hanford
work force is reduced

Westinghouse spokesman
Kuhlman said some overhcad and
support costs — such as fire
protection and security are
unavoidable

Bridges: Risk of collapse in quake

From Page B1

Add 2400 miles of county
roads and you come up with 196
bridges that county government
has to maimntain. About two-thirds
of these bridges were built before
1960

The county's concern
these bridges is twofold

“Typically, what we are wor-
ried about in bridges 1s a vertical
load.” Ringen said. “but with
seismic (earthquake) concerns we
are worried about Ia(erul load .

with

bridges that would be in danger of
collapsing if they were within 18
miles of a quake of up to 7.5
magnitude. The recent earth-
quake in Kobe. Japan was a
magnitude of 7.2

The same report recommends
that 115 county bridges be retro-
fitted to the level where the spans
would only sustain minimum to
moderate damage during a major
earthquake, but not collapse. The
cost would be an estimated $20
million over 12 years.

That would mean. in some

meaning (movem
Also. he and nlh(‘r engineers
said, 1t wasn't until the last 15 to
20 years that bridges were built
with earthquakes in mind
According to a County Counci

Staff report, there are 107 countyy

instances. g or lengthen-

ing the bridge superstructure so it

is less likely to slide off the

supports during an earthquake.

according to Ringen.

ide from seismic consider-
many of the county's

bridges are simply getting old
‘They show it in rotting support
timbers. corroded steel and
cracked concrete

A large portion of the county's
102 timbered bridges were built
between 1950 and 1960. Timothy
Lane. a senior bridge engineer for
the rounly made an inventory last
year and “found that some of that

Flood: Rivers
could jump
their banks

From Page Bv

King County officials are k(-op
ing a close eye on the Cedar
River, especially near its mouth at
Renton The Snoqualmie was also
a concern, along with the Tolt,
Green, and White rivers and Iss
quah Creek

If flooding looks likely. the
county's Department of Public
Works will activate its Flood
Warning Center in Renton. When

activated, citizens can call 296
8200 to recewve recorded flood
information

son County officials were
udnsm]. Skokomish River valley
residents to sandbag their proper
ty. move belongings to higher
elevations and get ready to leave
their homes.

A flood on the Skokomish. if it
occurs. would be the third on the
river since late December. when
rain and warm temperatures melt-
ed snow. swelling the

rot is indeed
“Timbers are good for 40 to 45
years before they start to have
some serious problems.” he con-
tinued. “And we are getting to-
ward the end of their useful life.”
A three-year program of refur
bishing these bridges has begun
Other bridges need to be re
placed, either because of their

Fire: City, state relations strained

From Page B1

warehouse blaze  He said his
ageney's request should be met
because 1t appeared that the in-
vestigative work of police and fire
authorities was complete

The agency has the legal re-
sponsibility and authority to in-
vestigate workplace fatahties, in-
cluding thosce involving
fircfighters

There has been some conten
tion between the Seattle Fire
Department and Labor and Indus-
tries in the past over the state
ageney's pursuit of records per
taining to firefighter fatahties

Labor and Industries issued a
report that was sharply critical of
the Seattle Fire Department
training and safety practices afler
the death of a fireman in the 1989
Blackstock Lumber Co. blaze

City Attorney Mark Sidran yes
terday said Labor and Industries
had acted too impatiently after
the Pang warehouse fire cven
serving the city with a subpoena
for records within days of the
fatal blaze The agency later with
drew the subpoena

“While I respect the mission
of L&I, they may think it s just as
important as the criminal (investi
gation).” Sidran said 'l dont
think 1U's as important It could

compromise the successful com-
pletion of prosecution

Sidran said Labor and Indus-
tries had not received all the
training records it had sought
because the agency's request was
misinterpreted  He said records
of the firefighters who died or
were injured were provided im-
mediately

Labor and Industries actually
had asked for training records of
cach of the 100 firefighters who
fought the blaze. and Sidran said
the request was now being met

State investigators served a
subpoena on the Seattle Fire
Department for records and tape
on Jan 10 the day before the
city held a memorial service for
the four firefighters who were
killed

“Idon’t know why L&I thought
that was necessary,” Deputy May-
or Bruce Brooks said

In a Feb 9 letter. Sidran
explained to Labor and Industries
that various tapes will be with-
held because police feel the re-
lease would impair their ability to
interrogate a suspect. The tapes.
he explained, contain information
that includes the timing of certain
events and the condition of the
building

On Tuesday, the state agency
responded with a new request for

condition or because of the
amount of traffic they carry
records of all three-alarm fires

involving the Seattle Fire Depart-
ment since June, inspections and
various safety officer records

Brown said his department
hopes to complete its investiga-
tion by the end of March

Sidran said there is no reason
to hurry.

"L&I. in due course. will have
access 1o everything to do its job.”
Sidran said

City Councilwoman Margaret
Pageler. who chairs the council’s

public safety committee. ex
pressed concern over the appar
ent loggerhcads between Labor

and Industries and the city

“We don’t want to get involved
i a dispute that may be about
personalities or past history.” Pa-
geler said. “But we want to learn
from this fire or any fire so we can
do a better job of protecting our
firefighters in the next fire

Pageler suggested a three-part
review of the fire. the L&I investi-
gation, an internal review and an
examination by an outside agency
or agencies.

An 1internal investigation al-
ready is under way and the de-
partment has sought a review of
the fire by the National Fire
Protection Association and the
federal National Fire Administra-
tion

river to three feet above flood
stage and forcing 125 people to
evacuate their homes

Several other families also
evacuated their homes when the
river flooded Feb. 1

It is getting to be an old and

tired story in the waterlogged
arca
This winter the Skokomish

River has jumped its banks nu-
merous times, sometimes sending
torrents of water into the river-
side homes that are sprinkled
across the Skokomish Valley,
about 10 miles north of Shelton
where about 150 people hve

Some were bracing for the
worst yesterday. moving their cars
and houschold belongings to high
er ground

Others were nonchalant

“Seems like we're getting or-

ders to evacuate every other
weck, and then nothing really
happens IF it floods, it floods I'm
staying.” said Ray Givens, who

moved to the water-saturated val-
ley from bone-dry Arizona two
years ago

Mike Carrington. however. was
deeply concerned yesterday as the
river waters, flecked with ﬂ()dllng
hunks of melting snow. pushed to
within a fow yards of his small
wood home

“1 took off from work and I'm
moving everything in the house up
high.” Carrington said “I'm wait-
ing now for my wife to get home
We might get out of here tonight
— maybe get a hotel in Shelton.”

Beverly Godwin has hved in
the valley all of her 60 years and
said this is the wettest winter she
can ever recall

“I've seen water going into
houses. about four inches deep
I've seen cars with water up to the
\\mdu\u Godwin said
sands bags aren’t the answer
Dikes aren’t the answer she
said “We're going have to dredge
the river of gravel to mdk\' [}
deeper That's the only way

Deaths

ANDERSON Ingeborg M 92 of Seattle Fed
1

ANDERSON Phylis | 53 of Seattle Feb 9
BABYAK Angrew J 82 of Seatio. Fob 14
BRANSOM Fiorence M 93 o Issaquan Feb

79 of Kiklang Fep 12
B4 of Sealle Feb 14
BUANS. Aqpes Kent Fep 13
CANNON Beth 5o Pon Orepara: Feb 12
DMARCG, thomas 4. 63 of Narmandy P

snowrn Harolo C

€CRETE Oma 97

€IDE Donala L 68 of
ERICKSON Hazel D 89
EALSETTO Mayvelle \ 79 of Seattie Feb 13
VK Louse £ 93 o
ATES Bemice 72 of Seattie Fen 11

of Seartia Feb 15

GRAHAM Geyer B Jr. 76. of Fall City. Feb

HALE Barbara L. 64. of Enumclaw. Feb 11

HALL Donald J - 70, of Issaquah, 13

HANNA Oors J 81. of Des Moines, Feb 11

HILBURN Norma R 78. of Federal Way. Feb
12

HODKINSON Roberta J . 62, of Renton. Feb

HOGUE Charles L 60 of Kent Feb 13
HOLDMAN Tommie R 80, of Maple Varley

J()HNSON Kimberin € 51 of Renton Feb

‘GHN&K)N Louse L 87 of Bellevue Feb 10
J0¥ Michael K 49 of Banbndge lsiand Feo

KUMN Eleanor T 92. of Woodinle Fet 13

LARSON Matna C . 98, of Seattle Feb 10
HRUM Ruby L 76, of Flsdmnnﬂ Fab 11

Boant Reyna. 37 T Porce

LEHMAN Joseghire S 5501 Soante. Feb

LEKBERG Barbara D58, of Seattie Feb 13
LONG Lesie T 78. of Yakutat. Alaska. Feb
15

MCKINNON Helen L 104 of Seattie, Feb 14

MURPHY Harry D
NELSON Lois L 59 of Seaftle. Fob_13
PECK Lawrence L B6. of Bellevue Feb 11
PROUD Dorothy M 90 of Lynnwood Feb 8
AUDDELL Alice W 76 of Renton, Feb 11
SEIBOLD Manion V. 68, of Seattle Feo 11

SIEGMEYER Fredenck L. 34. of Seattie Feb
14

Kay A 46. of Seattie. F

hong K . 61. of Hamiton, Alaska

SUMMERHAYS, Menn S 62, of Betewso

THOR ASia € 56 of Federal Way. Feb 12
TODD Gary O 48, of Federal Way. Feb 13
VAONAIS Odessa A 90 of Moses Lake, Fob
VINSON CB 68 of Soaﬂm Feb v:
WALLACE Janet F 90. of Spokane.

WEIKOM. Extola € 81, of Soaia Eob 13
WILLIAMS Hunter W 51 of Seattle. Feb 10
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